MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR SUMMER RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE FOR UNDERGRADUATES PROGRAM

BETWEEN

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA – LINCOLN

Lincoln, Nebraska

United States of America

AND

ZHEJIANG UNIVERSITY

Hangzhou, Zhejiang

China

This Agreement is for the establishment of a summer Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Program between University of Nebraska - Lincoln (UNL) and Zhejiang University (ZJU). Both Universities wish to enter into this arrangement whereby UNL will provide a summer research program for ZJU senior undergraduate students after having completed their third year of study. This summer REU program, which has been in place at UNL for over ten years, will be offered to selected ZJU students in the summer of 2009 and thereafter. This summer REU Program will expose ZJU students to different research programs in all academic disciplines offered in the College of Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources. This REU Program will provide ZJU students the opportunities to participate in laboratory research under the guidance of UNL faculty and to learn English and American culture. This program is also valuable for UNL to promote its research programs in different colleges; provide opportunities for faculty, staff and students for international experience and cultural exchange; and recruit high quality graduate students from ZJU. 

The two universities will adhere to the statement of principles and procedures given below and to the terms of agreement regarding the responsibilities that each university shall undertakes as its part of the program. This agreement is based on a spirit of cooperation, reciprocity, and mutual benefit to both parties. 

ENTRY AGREEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROGRAM

1. ZJU will select the best senior students, after having completed their third year of study, to participate in this summer REU program. A minimum of 12 students will be required for the program in 2009 and incrementally increases to a maximum number of 30 students after three years in operation. 

2. ZJU will be responsible for selecting participating students based on the academic performance and proficiency in English. The TOEFL exam is not required, but fluency in English language is absolutely essential. ZJU will provide an official recommendation confirming each student's qualification based on ZJU's evaluation. Each ZJU student must identify one or two research areas. 

3. ZJU students will participate in laboratory research at UNL for 6 weeks. The dates of the program will be negotiated by both parties.  

4. UNL faculty and research laboratories in various specialties in the three colleges and institute will be identified to match up with students' research interests. These research areas may include most research areas at UNL, for example, the areas of agriculture, biological sciences, chemistry, computer science, engineering, materials science, physics, biomedical and veterinary sciences. 

5. UNL faculty who participate in the summer program will open their laboratories for the summer research of ZJU students. Students will conduct research on either a small independent project or assist an ongoing project in the host laboratories. 

6. Students are required to present their research results jointly with their professors at a research symposium that will be held as the conclusion of the program. 

7. After ZJU students complete the six week program in their respective laboratories, UNL will issue each student with a Summer Research Experience for Undergraduates Certificate, equivalent to three-credit hours of research experience, which may be transferred to ZJU should ZJU recognize them. 

8. Accommodation and a meal plan will be provided by the University. All REU students are entitled to use all university facilities such as library, gymnastic and recreational facilities on campus and in the dormitory. 

9. Cost: UNL will provide $1,000 financial support to each participating ZJU student.  The cost to each student is estimated to be $3000 including any partial support that may be provided by ZJU.  

10. The total cost will cover accommodation, meals, laboratory supplies, and use of university facilities such as library, gymnasium, and computers. 

11. Optional excursion trip can be arranged for students who are interested in visiting surrounding famous scenic sites such as Mount Rushmore, Yellowstone National Park, Rocky Mountain National Park, and many others;  or major cities such as New York, Washington, D. C., Boston, Los Angeles, and others. 
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